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 Richmond Historical Commission Meeting 
                                             

City Commission Room (IN PERSON) 
600 Morton Street, Richmond, Texas 77469 

Tuesday, June 15, 2021 at 8:00 a.m. 
      

Position 1: Karen Bleil (Chair) 
Position 2: Lonnie Meadows (Vice Chair) 
Position 3: Open 
Position 4: Carol Edwards 
Position 5: Open  
Ex-Officio:  Claire Rogers (Fort Bend History Association) 
Ex-Officio: Jess Stuart (Fort Bend History Association)  

 
The Meeting may also be viewed at ZOOM Teleconferencing Platform 

 
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/98819120389 
 

Meeting ID: 988 1912 0389 
 

One tap mobile 
+13462487799,,98819120389# US (Houston) 
+16699006833,,98819120389# US (San Jose) 

 
Dial by your location 

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
 

Meeting ID: 988 1912 0389 
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/adm5j2i0KD 

 
Richmond Historical Commission meeting can also be viewed on Zoom virtual meeting 

platform. In-person public comments are encouraged. To make public comments via Zoom, 
please contact Historic Preservation Officer at jabraham@richmondtx.gov prior to the 

meeting, so that necessary arrangements can be made.  

  

A quorum of the City Commission may be present at this meeting. 

City of Richmond 
Where History Meets Opportunity 

 

https://zoom.us/j/98819120389
https://zoom.us/u/adm5j2i0KD
mailto:jabraham@richmondtx.gov
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AGENDA 

A1. Call to Order, Determine Quorum, Declare Meeting Open. 
 
A2.    Recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the U. S. Flag and the Texas Flag. 
    
A3. Public comments. (Public comment is limited to a maximum of 3 minutes per 

item. Time may not be given to another speaker. No Deliberations with the 
Richmond Historical Commission). 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

B1. Review and approve minutes from the May 18, 2021 regular meeting.  
 

B2. Announce the next Richmond Historical Commission meeting, July 20, 2021, at 
8:00 a.m.  

                      
REGULAR AGENDA 

C1. Commission Member Reports and Presentation: 
C1a. Mrs. Claire Rogers – Community and Museum Event Updates. 
 

C2.    Certificate of appropriateness for a proposed removal and filling of a bomb 
shelter located at 211 Houston Street.  

 
C3.    General discussion on past Ordinance No. 2012-06, Richmond Historic 

Commission & Overlay District Ordinance, which was substantially codified in the 
Unified Development Code.    

       

C4.    Consider agenda item requests by Commission Members for July 20, 2021, 
regular meeting. 

 
C5.    Excuse from attendance at regular Richmond Historical Commission Meeting.     
     
C6.  Adjournment.  

 
 

The City of Richmond Historical Commission meetings are available to all persons 
regardless of disability. Requests for accommodations, should you require special 
assistance, must be made 48 hours prior to this meeting. Braille is not available. Please 
contact the City Secretary’s Office at 281-342-5456 ext. 11 for needed accommodations. 
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Richmond Historical Commission Meeting Minutes 
City Commission Room (In Person and Zoom) 
600 Morton Street, Richmond, Texas 77469 

Tuesday, May 18, 2021, at 8:00 a.m. 
      

 
The Richmond Historical Commission met in a regular meeting on Tuesday, May 18, 2021, at 
8:00 a.m. Jose Abraham, Historic Preservation Officer, called the meeting to order.  A  quorum 
was present, with the following members in attendance: 
 

Karen Bleil 
Carol Edwards 
Jess Stuart 
Claire Rogers 

 
Staff in attendance: Jose Abraham, Historic Preservation Officer (HPO); Brittany Mullings, Public 
Works Executive Secretary; Gary Smith, City Attorney; and Lori Bownds, Building Official.  
 
Chairperson Bleil declared the meeting open. 
 
Chairperson Bleil, introduced agenda item number A2., Recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the U.S. 
Flag and Texas Flag. Pledge of Allegiance to the U.S. Flag and Texas Flag was recited.     
 
Chairperson Bleil, introduced agenda item number A3., Public comments. She asked if there were 
any public comments. Hearing no public comment, the agenda item was closed. 
 
Chairperson Bleil introduced consent agenda items B1-B2. 

B1. Review and approve minutes from May 18, 2021, regular meeting. 
B2.  Announce the next Richmond Historical Commission meeting to be held on June 15, 2021. 

 
Mr. Abraham, HPO, mentioned there was a typographic error on Ms. Rogers name, and that it will 
be corrected. Commission member Edwards moved to approve the minutes as amended. 
Commission member Rogers seconded the motion. The vote for approval was unanimous. 
 
Chairperson Bleil, introduced agenda item C1a., Community and Museum Events Update. 
Commission member Rogers provided the following updates:  

• Fort Bend Museum has the Sunset Music Series, on May 20, 2021, at The Moore House. The 
band will be the Brazos River Pickers. 

• The Fort Bend Museum is planning its reopening on July 17, 2021. Free admission. 
• HRA is planning Motown on Morton, the date is to be determined.  

City of Richmond 
Where History Meets Opportunity 
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Chairperson Bleil, introduced agenda item C2., Discuss and consider taking action on 
recommending an amendment to Sec 6.2.104.D.1 “Membership” of the Unified Development 
Code to provide for the nomination of members of the Richmond Historical Commission by a City 
Commissioner and the appointment of an alternate member. Mr. Smith stated that the City 
Commission has adopted a policy relating to appointments of Board members. He explained that 
in the past, nominations were made by the Mayor. The City Commission and the Mayor have 
decided they want to change the process. The process being considered is to have two 
Commissioners on an Interview Committee which would be responsible for specific the Boards 
and Commissions. He added that the policy also intends to consider specific qualifications and 
training for Board and Commission members to be better empowered. Mr. Smith concluded that 
the proposed text amendment is intended to reflect this new policy under consideration and that 
the recommendation from the Richmond Historical Commission will be forwarded to the Planning 
and Zoning Commission which in turn will make a recommendation to the City Commission.   
 
Commission member Edwards noted that the overall policy direction and proposed amendments 
are positive changes and moved to a recommendation of approval to the Planning and Zoning 
Commission and City Commission. Commission member Rogers noted that ex-officio members are 
non-voting members and asked about the implications of that in terms of quorum. Chairperson 
Bleil recommended that ex-officio members be allowed to vote. Commission member Rogers 
amended the motion to include an amendment to allow ex-officio members to be voting 
members. Mr. Smith added that the policy also includes the provision of an alternate member 
who participates in the absence of a Board member or Commissioner. Chairperson Bleil seconded 
the motion. The vote for the motion was unanimous.   
 
Chairperson Bleil, introduced agenda item C3., General discussion about Section 6.3.404 of the 
Unified Development Code which provides the procedural requirements for Certificate of 
Appropriateness. Mr. Abraham explained that Section 6.3.404 provides processes and procedures 
related to the Certificate of Appropriateness. The Unified Development Code specifies that there 
has been an application or addition or modification of any property within the Historic District or 
Landmark. He explained that staff is considering text amendment to the section to ensure that 
the Certificate of Appropriateness process is efficient. He indicated that the UDC presently 
requires a separate application form and public hearing for all requests for Certificate of 
Appropriateness. He explained that staff is considering some changes such as including certificate 
of Appropriateness as on the Building department form and not requiring a public hearing for 
smaller projects. Staff and Commission members had a general discussion and the agenda item 
was closed.  
 
Chairperson Bleil, introduced agenda item C4., Discuss budget allocations of Richmond Historical 
Commission for the Fiscal Year 2021-2022. Mr. Abraham explained the Planning Department 
allocates funds in their budget for the general needs of Boards and Commissions that are working 
closely with the Planning Department. Mr. Abraham asked the Commission if there are any specific 
needs for the upcoming fiscal year. Commission member Stuart asked if they can follow-up with 
inputs and Mr. Abraham confirmed that they can. There were no further comments.  
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Chairperson Bleil, introduced agenda item C5., Consider agenda item request by Commission 
Members for June 15, 2021, regular meeting. Mr. Abraham indicated that a discussion will be 
included at the next regular meeting. He explained that staff is reviewing the ordinance that 
preceded the UDC and would like to discuss some of the differences between the ordinance and 
the UDC provisions and seek input from the Commission. He added that such a review is 
necessary to ensure that the UDC accurately reflects the intent of the ordinances that have 
established the Richmond Historical Commission and the Historic District.  
 
Chairperson Bleil, introduced agenda item C6., Excuse from attendance at regular Richmond 
Historical Commission Meeting. Mr. Smith explained this agenda item is added to allow the 
Commission to approve excuse from attendance at regular meetings. Staff and Commission 
members generally discussed the approval process and situations in which absence may be 
excused. Mr. Abraham, HPO indicated that Commission member Lonnie is not able to attend the 
meeting due to a doctor’s appointment. Commission member Edwards moved to excuse the 
absence. Commission member Stuart seconded the motion. The vote for approval was unanimous. 
 
There being no further business to be brought before the Richmond Historical Commission, 
Chairperson Bleil, adjourned the meeting. 
 
 
Approved 
 
 
 
 
Karen Bleil, Chair 
Richmond Historical Commission 
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STAFF INPUT 
• The subject site/ bomb shelter is outside the Historic Overlay district and is not currently a

designated landmark.
• The bomb shelter is underground and does not include any architecturally significant feature

above ground.

Agenda Date: 06.15.2021 Agenda Item: C2 

Project: Proposed removal and filing of an existing bomb shelter 
Project Location:   211 Houston St. 
Zoning District: OT, Olde Town 
Reviewed By:  Jose Abraham, HPO | Planning Department 

PROJECT DETAILS 
Bomb Shelter • Applicant is proposing the removal and filling of a Bomb shelter (Application

form attached).
• The applicant has indicated that the bomb shelter is flooded and is a reason for

damage to the building on the subject site. The applicant
• The subject site is not located within the Historical Overlay district and is

located at the edge of the Historic Overlay District.

RICHMOND HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Certificate of Appropriateness Report – Demolition 

600 Morton Street Richmond, Texas 77469 | Office: 281.342.0559 | Fax: 281.232.0704 
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• It is difficult to establish a date or time period when the shelter was constructed, however, it is 
possible that the shelter was constructed during the World War II era.  

• The cultural significance of the shelter may be subjective. 
• If the Commission intends to designate the shelter as a Historical Landmark, Section 6.3.402 

provides the criteria and procedures. A public hearing is required for designation of Historic 
Landmark. Following are the criteria for designation of Historic Landmark: 
  
Section 6.3.402.C.1. 
1. Individual Landmarks. An individual historic landmark may be designated if it is at least 50 

years old and it substantially complies with two or more of the following: 
a. Possesses significance in history, architecture, archeology, and culture; 
b. Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 

patterns of local, regional, state, or national history; 
c. Is associated with events that have made a significant impact in the City's past; 
d. Represents the work of a master designer, builder, or craftsman; 
e. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; or 
f. Represents an established and familiar visual feature of the City. 

 
 

  

Subject site | Above-ground elements of the subject Bomb Shelter. 

 

 

 

http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=393
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=394
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Background 

Ordinance No. 2013-12 governed the Richmond Historical Commission (RHC) and the Historic Overlay 
District related provisions, processes, and requirements prior to the Unified Development Code (UDC). The 
UDC substantially codified Ord No. 2013-12, however, certain provisions appear to have been omitted 
either by error or intentionally. This is an agenda request to discuss these changes and seek input to 
potentially make changes to the provisions of the UDC to ensure that it accurately reflects the intent of 
the ordinances that have established the Richmond Historical Commission and the Historic District. A copy 
of the Ordinance is attached for your review.  
 
The differences between the ordinance and current UDC may be summarized as follows:  

• The Ordinance included a provision for administrative review of requests for Certificate of 
Appropriateness which was not codified in the UDC. According to Section 11.2(a), of the 
ordinance, “…the Historic Preservation Officer reserves the right to forward any Certificate of 
Appropriateness application to the RHC for review and approval when direction on design policy is 
needed or if unable to determine compliance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation or the Design Guidelines.”  

• The UDC includes definitions of certain terms that were not part of the ordinance such as Historic 
Landmarks and Secretary of Interior Standards for Rehabilitation. 

• UDC does not include the provision to appeal the decision of Richmond Historical Commission to 
the City Commission regarding designation of historic landmarks and districts.  

• The ordinance provides different sections with specific process and procedures for different types 
of Certificate of Appropriateness (alteration, construction and demolition) whereas the UDC 
provides a consolidated section for substantive addition or modification. The UDC requires a 
public hearing process for any alteration, construction, or demolition within the Historic Overlay 
District.  

 
Comparison of the Ordinance and the UDC 

The following table provides corresponding sections from the Ordinance and the UDC.  
 
(Copy of the Ordinance attached and following is a link to the UDC (Hyperlinks added to text in the table): 
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-1 
 
 

Agenda Date: 06.15.2021 Agenda Item: C3.  

Subject:  Ordinance No. 2013-12 
Prepared By:  Jose Abraham, HPO | Planning Department 

RICHMOND HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Staff Report  

 

600 Morton Street Richmond, Texas 77469 | Office: 281.342.0559 | Fax: 281.232.0704 

 

http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-1
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ORD 2013-12 Sections UDC Sections 

Section 1: General Provisions • Section 2.1.103.A Historic Overlay District 
• Division 7.1.300 Definitions 

Section 2: Richmond Historical Commission • Section 6.2.104. Richmond Historical 
Commission 

Section 3: Appointment of Historic 
Preservation Officer 

• Section 6.2.204. Historic Preservation Officer 

Section 4: Criteria for Designation of Historic 
Landmarks and Districts 

• Section 6.3.402. Designation of Historic 
Landmarks and Districts 

Section 5: Designation of Local Historic 
Landmarks and Districts 
 
Note: Section 5.10 not included in the UDC 

• Section 6.3.402. Designation of Historic 
Landmarks and Districts 

Section 6: Minimum Maintenance Standards • Section 5.1.301. Historic Overlay District Design 
Standards  

Section 7: Procedure to mitigate Demolition 
by neglect  

• Section 6.3.411. Demolition by Neglect  

Section 8: Ordinary Maintenance • Section 5.1.301.(F) Historic Overlay District 
Design Standards 

Section 9: Certificates of Appropriateness for 
Alterations or New Construction Affecting 
Landmarks or historic Districts  

• Section 6.3.404.(A) Certificate of 
Appropriateness for a Substantive Addition or 
Modification  
 

Section 10: Review Criteria for Certificates of 
Appropriateness for Alterations or New 
Construction Affecting Landmarks or historic 
Districts 

• Section 6.3.404.(A) Certificate of 
Appropriateness for a Substantive Addition or 
Modification  

     Note: Some language not included 

Section 11: Procedures for Certificates of 
Appropriateness for Alterations or New 
Construction Affecting Landmarks or historic 
Districts 

• Section 6.3.404.(A) Certificate of 
Appropriateness for a Substantive Addition or 
Modification  

      Note: Some language not included 
Section 12: Demolition of Landmarks • Section 5.1.301. (D) Historic Overlay District 

Design Standards 

Section 13: Removal or repair of hazardous or 
dangerous Landmarks 

• Section 5.1.301. (E) Historic Overlay District 
Design Standards 

Section 14: Certificates of Appropriateness for 
Demolition Affecting Landmarks or historic 
Districts 

Not Included  
(consolidated for substantive addition or 
Modification) 

http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-862
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-70
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-36
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-36
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-980
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-982
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-982
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-982
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-982
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-758
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-758
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-1369
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-758
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-758
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-viewer.aspx?secid=764&keywords=incentives#secid-1077
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-viewer.aspx?secid=764&keywords=incentives#secid-1077
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-viewer.aspx?secid=764&keywords=incentives#secid-1077
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-viewer.aspx?secid=764&keywords=incentives#secid-1077
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-viewer.aspx?secid=764&keywords=incentives#secid-1077
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-viewer.aspx?secid=764&keywords=incentives#secid-1077
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-viewer.aspx?secid=764&keywords=incentives#secid-1077
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-viewer.aspx?secid=764&keywords=incentives#secid-1077
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-viewer.aspx?secid=764&keywords=incentives#secid-1077
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-758
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-758
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-758
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-758
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Section 15: Procedures for Certificates of 
Appropriateness for Demolition Affecting 
Landmarks or Historic Districts 

Not Included  
(consolidated for substantive addition or 
Modification)  

Section 16: Economic Hardship involving for 
Certificates of Appropriateness for Demolition 
Affecting Landmarks  

Not included.  
 

Section 17: Incentives Section 5.1.301. (G) Historic Overlay District Design 
Standards 

Section 18, 19, 20 Not included.  
 

 

 

                   ------------------------------------------------End of Report---------------------------------------------- 

http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-758
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/richmond-tx/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-758
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