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June 19, 2014 
 
 

Certificate of Appropriateness Application Review 
 

Richmond Fire Station One 
New Construction Institutional Structure – Fire Station and Fire 

Administration Offices 
 

Richmond Historical Commission: 
 
Barry Beard, Member 
Lonnie Meadows, Member 
Cindy Drabek, Chair 
Ann Council, Member 
Rebecca Haas, Member 
 
Ex-Officio Claire Rogers FBCHC Advisor 
Ex-Officio Jess Stuart  Advisor 
 
Historic Preservation Officer Review. 
 
Project Scope: 

The project is new construction on vacant land bordered by Street 3rd Street, 
Liberty Street (Not Open), South 2nd Street, and Houston Street.  The new construction is 
an Institutional use building which will house the City of Richmond Main Fire Station, 
Fire Department Administration, Fire Marshal’s Office, and Office of Emergency 
Management.  It is designed to be compatible with the nearby contributing structures while 
serving the need of the modern Fire and Emergency Services in the community. 
 
Site and Street Massing: (Excluding the Travis Building)  

The project is in the center of existing parking areas created by the county after 
demolishing or moving many of the structures (Older single-family dwellings) which 
created large expanses of paving without much detail or features to breakup those areas.  
Portions of nearby Jackson and Morton Streets include street/site massing with zero lot 
lines, generous building setbacks, and various configurations in between.   

The project is compatible with the massing, size, and scale, of the adjacent sites and 
will reduce the parking lot blight that had become the norm for the area.  The new fire 
station complex and the included landscaping will visually connect across this area with 
the new pedestrian mall project/parking enhancement that is currently under construction 
by the county. 
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Building Elevations:  
 The structure was designed to be compatible with the style and character of other 
Institutional sites of the City without adding high-style features or over historicizing its 
design by creating new construction, that includes the Texas Vernacular Flat Arched Front.  
The windowsills have cast stone with the flat-bricked arches, transoms in the window 
design, and have created an upper floor rhythm, which compliments the ground level. 

The new building uses brick and stone which are common materials used for 
construction of buildings in the area and the building is similar in scale to the county 
courthouse (original), the downtown buildings, the original county jail (now police 
station), the adjacent church and other buildings in the area. 

The massing of the building is similar to other historic buildings in the area and 
gives a nod to the police station.  The two-story height is similar to many of the buildings 
in the area.  The tower, middle apparatus-bay area, and the two-story on the end are 
balanced massing. 

The proportion of the building is balanced and has a repetitive window pattern that 
is similar to many of the commercial and institutional buildings in the area.  The sloped 
roof design is one of style and practicality that is compatible to other Institutional 
structures in the City; but should be differentiated from the commercial 1800’s mercantile 
style buildings along Morton Street. 
 
Findings: 

In reviewing the building and site as a whole, inclusive of the adjacent parking 
areas, the county buildings, the Project is compatible and will complement and enhance the 
area.  Therefore, and in accordance with the guidelines and standards it is my 
recommendation that the Certificate of Appropriateness Application be approved. 

 
 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
Robert Haas   
Historic Preservation Officer 
Richmond Historic Commission 
 
 
cc:  Terri Vela, City Manager 

Michael Youngblood, Fire Chief 
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Ci t y  o f  R i chmond  
June 19, 2014

Location Address:  200 Houston Street 

Property Owner:  City of Richmond 

Property Description: RICHMOND, BLOCK 86, (LOT 1 & 1/2 LOT 2) and; 
RICHMOND, BLOCK 86, ACRES 0.904, Lot 2 (W 1/2) & (All) Lots 3 thru 14, Tract C and; 

RICHMOND , BLOCK 86, (LOT 1 & 1/2 LOT 2) 

Project Type:  Construction of a New Building on Vacant Land. 

In accordance with City of Richmond Ordinance # 2013-12, Richmond Historical 
Commission & Overlay District Ordinance (COR-ORD 2013-12), the following findings 
of fact related to this project and subject property are as follows:  

Project Scope: 
The project is new construction on vacant land bordered by Street 3rd Street, 

Liberty Street (Not Open), South 2nd Street, and Houston Street.  The new construction is 
an Institutional/Governmental use building, which will house the City of Richmond Main 
Fire Station, Fire Department Administration, Fire Marshal’s Office, and Office of 
Emergency Management.   

Findings:
The Richmond Historical Commission (RHC) has determined that the design is 

compatible with the nearby contributing structures while serving the need of the modern 
Fire and Emergency Services in the community. 
 The structure was designed to be compatible with the style and character of other 
Institutional sites of the City without adding high-style features or over historicizing its 
design by creating new construction, which includes the Texas Vernacular Flat Arched 
Front.  The windowsills have cast stone with the flat-bricked arches, transoms in the 
window design, and have created an upper floor rhythm, which compliments the ground 
level. 

The new building uses brick and stone which are common materials used for 
construction of buildings in the area and the building is similar in scale to the county 
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courthouse (original), the downtown buildings, the original county jail (now police 
station), the adjacent church and other buildings in the area. 

The massing of the building is similar to other historic buildings in the area and 
gives a nod to the police station.  The two-story height is similar to many of the buildings 
in the area.  The tower, middle apparatus-bay area, and the two-story on the end are 
balanced massing. 

The proportion of the building is balanced and has a repetitive window pattern that 
is similar to many of the commercial and institutional buildings in the area.  The sloped 
roof design is one of style and practicality that is compatible to other Institutional 
structures in the City; but should be differentiated from the commercial 1800’s mercantile 
style buildings along Morton Street. 

In reviewing the building and site as a whole, inclusive of the adjacent parking 
areas, the county buildings, the Project is compatible and will complement and enhance the 
area.

Richmond Historical Commission Review and approval: Reviewed and approved in a 
specially called meeting of the Richmond Historical Commission on June 19, 2014 

Therefore, in accordance with COR-ORD 2013-12, the 
Certificate of Appropriateness Application is hereby approved. 

Note: No subsequent changes shall be made to the approved design without the prior 
review and approval of the HPO or RHC.  An applicant shall have one (1) year from the 
date of issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness to secure a building permit for the 
specified improvements or it shall become invalid. 

Robert Haas
Historic Preservation Officer 
Richmond Historic Commission 
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